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mental change in our thought and knowledge, which is
certain, before long, to affect profoundly social and political
conditions. What Kipling says is the case "when two
strong men stand face to face" is, of course, also true of
any number of strong men and hence also of strong and
intelligent nations, which while retaining their individualities
are able to look at all questions bearing on life in a broad
and liberal spirit and in the interests of humanity without
the limitations imposed by " border, breed, or birth." The
so-called impassable gulf between the Eastern and the Western
mind has been hollowed out by the erosive action of specu-
lative thought, engendered by local conditions and intensified
by isolation. That isolation is rapidly disappearing, and
the East (and especially Japan) has shown that it can
imbibe Western thought and produce an amalgam which
is more valuable than either of its constituents. At the
present time some parts of the East are undergoing more
changes, both mental and material, and, even as we reckon
progress, are making more progress than any other parts
of the world. While the East has not given up the habit
of " plunging in thought," we may take it for granted that
that thought will, in the future, result in action which will
profoundly affect the history of the world.

One of the chief faults of Western, and especially of
British, people in their dealings with the peoples of the East,
is that they are so pleased with the excellence of their own
institutions and the correctness of their own ideas of what
is necessary for the progress of the world and the welfare
of the nations, they cannot understand why other people
will not be content with what contents them, and this tact-
less, unimaginative charity has been the main cause of their
troubles in all parts of the world. Our undoubted success
in administering Eastern countries is imperilled from time
to time by a constitutional indifference to other people's
feelings, and by a neglect of the study of a comparison of
the civilisations of the East and the West That study
would take us into many interesting fields of history, science,